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Vision 
Economics and Business Studies play such an important role in our daily lives.  At 
Grove School, we passionately believe that access to both subjects, and a developed 
understanding of these, will significantly enhance the opportunities available to 
young learners.

We are an energetic and ambitious team, who seek to deliver rich and innovative 
lessons that enthuse our students about Business and Economics and equip them 
with the skills they need to support future aspirations.

Our results reveal that students flourish in our classrooms and benefit from the 
support and feedback we give. We are very successful classroom practitioners who 
work well as a team, but offer individual and varied teaching styles.

We offer both Economics and Business Studies at Grove.
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Department: Staffing and Expertise

Conor McStay – Business and Economics teacher to GCSE and A Level
Teaching both subjects since 1998
Current role – Deputy Director of Studies
Previous roles – Assistant Head of Year, Head of Year, Head of House, Senior 
Leadership Team.

Paul Duerden – Business and ICT Teacher
Teaching since 2014
Current role – Head of Year 8
Previous roles – Head of Department 
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Key skills that we hope to develop in a 
Business and Economics student:

• Knowledge
• Application
• Confidence
• Oracy 
• Investigative
• Analysis
• Evaluation
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The intent is to achieve ascent within the Business 
curriculum journey at both Key Stage 4 and 5.  This 
means that concepts that are generally understood 
by students are elevated to new aspects and 
generality allowing the students the opportunity to 
develop and improve their knowledge, be able to 
articulate this confidently and to challenge accepted 
conventions, rethink and recreate.

The Ascent of the Business Curriculum
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Overcoming cumulative disfluency in the KS4 
and KS5 Curriculum

• Sticky Knowledge
• Knowledge checks
• Key term starters
• Glossaries
• Revision grids
• PLC’s 
• Independent learning folders
• Past Paper questions to perfect exam technique 
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Context
We study Edexcel GCSE Business (9-1).  Lessons are taught in mixed ability groupings. We deliver 4 lessons per 
fortnight for GCSE Business. The subject is assessed across 2 papers.  It is entirely examination based:

Paper 1 (50%) – Investigating small business
Paper 2 (50%) – Building a business 

Each exam is 1hr 45 mins long and worth 90 marks.  Questions range from 1 -12 marks on both papers

At A-Level, we offer Edexcel A Level Business and Edexcel A Level Economics qualifications.  We deliver 9 lessons 
per fortnight. The subject is assessed across 3 papers:

Paper 1 - (35%) – Marketing, People and Global business
Paper 2 - (35%) – Business activities, decisions and strategy
Paper 3 – (30%) – Investigating business in a competitive environment

Each paper is 2 hours long and worth 100 marks.  Questions range from 1 -20 marks on each paper.
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“Knowing and remembering more”

A knowledge rich curriculum means that students can confidently articulate and understand key 
content within their specification, and are able to recall this information consistently throughout the 
course.  We implement this through a range of strategies including: starters (recap and ‘what do you 
remember?’), quality first teaching, revision grids, and key term glossaries.  We review knowledge 
through questioning,  linked strands at GCSE, Chains of Reasoning at A Level, and Exam questions.

Disciplinary Knowledge – The order and sequence of our lessons

We break the course into 7 distinct units because we feel that students prosper when all the subject 
matter is compartmentalised into discrete areas.  We have designed summary learning journeys that 
outline the content to be covered in each unit.  We do these in the following order:

Year 10 – Starting a Business; Understanding Customer Needs; Marketing; and, Finance.
Year 11 – Operations, People and The External Environment.
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Supra Curriculum:
All students will be given additional reading materials to support their learning.  These articles will be 
topical, helping students to consolidate and enhance their learning experience

Example of resources include:

Bank of England minutes .- (Click link here)

BBC Business News - (Click link here)

BBC Economy News - (Click link here)

The Day current affairs - (click link here)

The Guardian Financial News -(Click link here)

Financial Times (Click link here)

The Economic Times - (Click link here)
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https://www.bankofengland.co.uk/monetary-policy-summary-and-minutes/monetary-policy-summary-and-minutes
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business/economy
https://mailtrack.io/trace/link/06e106a1c6d20babfd6085fd90ee29a281e78087?w=SmFtZXMuUGxlZGdlckBncm8ubW1hdC5jby51aw==&url=https%3A%2F%2Ftheday.co.uk%2F%3Ftoken%3Do22YNZymNRoje6pddIAl&userId=6822835&signature=1521356147eedf6b
https://www.theguardian.com/uk/business
https://www.ft.com/todaysnewspaper
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/


Cultural Capital

We aim to enhance our business curriculum experience by introducing 
the following activities into our planning:

• Young Enterprise (Shropshire Company of the Year winners 2022); County 
winners of ‘Best Company Report’ and ‘Best Team’.  Regional winners of ‘Best 
Promotional Video’.

• Bank of England reports, Monetary Policy committee minutes

• Economics and Business Conference – Shrewsbury School – November 2022

• Enterprise opportunities for students 

• BBC News articles

• Entrepreneur stories

• ‘Dragon’s Den’

• Application to Market Drayton and local  businesses
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Key Stage 4 
Business 
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Year 10
4 Units covered

Autumn Term – Year 10 –
Unit 1 – Starting a Business
• Entrepreneurship
• Start up options
• Business aims and 

objectives
• Business ideas
• Business location
• Business Plans

Autumn / Spring Term –
Year 10 – Units 2 & 3 – 
Marketing
• Market segmentation
• Market Research
• Marketing Mix
• Design Mix
• Product Life cycle

Summer Term – Year 10 –
Unit 5 – Finance
• Revenue and Costs
• Breakeven
• Business Calculations
• Sources of finance
• Cashflow management
• Average rate of return

Year 11
3 Units covered

Year 11
All 7 Units 
revisited

Autumn Term – Year 11 –
Unit 4- People
• CV, Job description and 

adverts
• Organisation structure
• Training and development
• Communication methods
• Motivation
• Types of working/ Job 

roles

Summer Term – Year 11–
Unit 7 – External Influences
• Globalisation 
• Technology in business
• Organic and Inorganic 

growth
• Stakeholders and their 

interests
• Ethics
• Consumer 

Autumn Term – Year 11 –
Preparation for Mock Paper 
1

Focus on exam technique for 
2,3,6,9 and 12 mark 
questions.

Recap on Unit 1-4

Summer Term – Year 11 – 
Preparation for Paper 1 and Paper 2

Focus on exam technique for all 
questions.

Revision grids used to plug gaps in 
knowledge

Assessment:
4 unit tests 

Yr 9 Summer exam

Assessment:
3 unit tests 

Yr 10 Summer exam

Assessment:
7 unit tests
2 Mock exams
 
Yr 11 Summer exam -2 Papers
Paper 1 – Investigating a small 
business
Paper 2 – Building a business

SpringTerm –Year 11 Unit 6- 
Operations
• Adding Value
• Stock control methods
• Types of production
• Quality 
• Technology 
• Sales process and 

customer service

Spring Term – Year 11 –
Preparation for Mock Paper 
2

Focus on exam technique for 
2,3,6,9 and 12 mark 
questions.

Recap on Unit 5-7

Edexcel GCSE Business specification
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Business/2017/specification-and-sample-assessments/GCSE_Business_Spec_2017.pdf



Year 10
Students will be introduced to entrepreneurship and explore what characteristics a successful 
entrepreneur needs to set up a small business. Students will need to apply their knowledge and 
understanding to both familiar and unfamiliar business contexts. They will need to demonstrate an 
awareness of the challenges entrepreneurs face in setting up a business and then building a business 
in a competitive environment. 

The key focus in Year 10 is to focus on the Entrepreneurship, Marketing, and Finance units. Students 
will understand how an entrepreneur can establish and build the business successfully. They will 
study Units from Theme 1 and Theme 2.

Theme 1 is called ‘Investigating Small Business’ and looks at the challenges, complexities and decisions 
facing an entrepreneur today. The areas we will study are: Entrepreneurship; Spotting a Business 
Opportunity and Putting an Idea into Practice.

Theme 2 is called ‘Building a Business’ and looks at the challenges small business face in trying to 
survive and grow in a competitive world. The Units that we will study are: Marketing Decisions; 
Operational Decisions; Financial Decisions and Human Resources Decisions.
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Year 11
The key focus in Year 11 is to focus on Theme 2 and to cover the People, Operations and External 
Environment units.  It will recap on the Marketing unit that was covered in Year 10 and students 
will be encouraged to understand how Theme 2 focuses on how an entrepreneur can establish and 
build the business successfully.

Theme 2 is called Building a Business and looks at the challenges that small business face in trying 
to survive and grow in a competitive world.

Units of study:
Marketing Decisions; Operational Decisions; Financial Decisions; Human Resources Decisions; 
and, the External Environment.
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Key Stage 5 
Business
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Year 12
Theme 1 – Marketing and People
Theme 2 – Managing Business activities

Autumn Term – Year 12

Theme 1
• Meeting customer needs
• Market forces

Theme 2
• Raising finance
• Financial planning

Year 13
Theme 3 – Business decisions and strategy
Theme 4 – Global business 

Assessment:
• Progress Tests
• Exam based calculation and extended response 

questions
• Theme 1 and Theme 2 exam

Assessment:
Paper 1 –Marketing, people and global business
Paper 2 – Business activities, decisions and strategy
Paper 3-  Investigating business in a competitive 
environment

Spring Term – Year 12

Theme 1
• The marketing mix
• Marketing Strategy

Theme 2
• Managing finance
• Financial strategy

Summer Term – Year 12

Theme 1
• Managing People
• Entrepreneurs and Leaders

Theme 2
• Resource management
• External Influences

Autumen term –Year 13

Theme 3
• Business Objectives and 

strategy
• Business growth

Theme 4
• Globalisation
• Global marketing

Spring Term – Year 13

Theme 3
• Decision making 

techniques
• Influences on business 

decision

Theme 4
• Business expansion
• Global marketing for 

MNC’s

Summer Term – Year 13

Theme 
• Assessing competitiveness
• Managing change

Theme 4
• Paper 3 pre-issued 

research task

Edexcel A Level Business Specification
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Business%20Studies/2015/specification-and-sample-assessment-materials/9781446914694_GCE2015_A_BUS_WEB.PDF



Year 12
Students are introduced to business in Themes 1 and 2 through building knowledge of core business 
concepts and applying them to business contexts to develop a broad understanding of how businesses 
work. 

Theme 1 (Marketing and People)
Students will understand the importance of a business making effective marketing and effective 
strategic decisions in a competitive environment.

Units of study: Meeting Customer Needs; The Market; Marketing Mix and Strategy; Managing People; 
Entrepreneurs and Leaders.

Theme 2 (Managing Business activities)
Students will understand the complexity of financial decisions that need to be made, and the impact 
that the external environment has on business decision making.

Units of study: Raising Finance; Financial Planning; Managing Finance; Resource Management; External 
Influences.
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Year 13
The subject builds on Theme 1 and Theme 2, that are covered in Year 12. Students will need to apply their 
knowledge and understanding to both familiar and unfamiliar contexts in the assessments and demonstrate an 
awareness of current economic events and business issues.  Students will need to demonstrate an increasing 
awareness of strategic management tools, and an awareness of business issues on a global scale.

Theme 3 (Business Decisions and Strategy)
This builds on Theme 2 (Managing Business Activities).  Students will be introduced to analytical strategic 
management tools that a business uses.  The concept of accountability will become much more prominent in 
Theme 3.

Units of study: Business Objectives and Strategy; Business Growth; Decision Making Techniques; Influences on 
Business Decisions; Managing Change.

Theme 4 (Global Business)
This builds on Theme 1 (Marketing and People). Students will be presented with global business issues and will be 
more critical in their understanding.

Units of study: Globalisation; Global Markets and Expansion; Global Marketing; Global Industries and Companies.
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Career Opportunities
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These skills will allow you consider the following careers as possible options:

• Management Consultancy
• Entrepreneurship in various trades
• Teaching
• Chartered Accountancy
• Advertising
• Investment Banking
• Banking Services
• Retail
• Distribution and Logistics Management
• Insurance Underwriting
• Marketing Executive
• Market Research Executive
• Personnel Officer
• Public Relations Officer
• Retail Management
• Sales Management
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