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Vision 
Our curriculum aims to ignite, inspire, and challenge, providing the fuel 
for students to better understand themselves and the world around 
them.

Context
Drama has been revived for Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4 and is still being 
embedded in the curriculum. Not all of our students have experience of 
Drama before Grove, and our curriculum has been shaped to provide a 
grounding in the experience of Drama across a range of contexts. 
Additionally, students are given the chance to perform through extra- 
curricular clubs and performances.
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Disciplinary Knowledge
Drama is a skills-based subject focusing on embedding and enhancing performance 
skills. Students will be introduced to a wide range of styles and writers from around 
the world, through these they will practise and improve their performance skills as 
they become confident performers and team members. 
In Key Stage 4, they work on three components. Firstly, devising their own 
performance as a group and explaining their process through individual coursework. 
Then directing and performing a professional script, before a final exam explaining 
how to take a play from page to stage and reviewing a live performance.

Supra Curriculum
For each unit, students are provided with something to watch, read and do to further 
broaden their knowledge and understanding of the topic we are exploring. Students 
will also be provided with activities to allow them to stretch, challenge and hone 
their performance and review skills should they wish.
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Key Stage 3 
Drama
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Year 7
Our journey starts exploring a haunted manor and creating your own 
performances in very different skills of theatre. We then go to Ancient 
Greece and look at the very start of theatre that we know today.; 
performing ancient texts and looking at stock characters that we still use 
today, especially in Pantomime. In “Oh no, we don’t!”, we perform as 
both an actor and an audience member turning classic fairy tales into 
hilarious fun for all the family. We then use our high energy performance 
skills to present musical numbers for beloved musicals. Then, quietly, we 
see how we can make our audience laugh without talking as you create 
your own mime comedy sketches. Finally, we end the year performing 
real medieval Mystery and Morality Plays, and even creating your own 
version of Noah's Ark.
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Students will complete SOL on: Darkwood Manor, Pantomime, Musicals, Comedy and Modern Theatre.
Skills Covered: Vocal Skills, Movement Skills, Still Image, Thought Tracking, Role Play, Mime, Physical Theatre, Movement, Singing, Choreography, Melodrama, Commedia Del Arte, 
Narration, Scripted Work, Exaggeration, Multi-Role, Line learning, Stage Types, Stock Characters, Costumes, Props
Students will have limited experience of Drama, so we are introducing skills that are the foundation to Drama.
Students will build on this foundation and repeat some elements in Year 8 in order to embed understanding of key skills and techniques.

Implementation
Students will complete 5 schemes over the course of the year, and this will allow flexibility of a half term if 
teachers want to develop aspects of a scheme or spend more time showcasing work.

Students will be encouraged to give constructive peer feedback on a regular basis to form part of the 
assessment process. Independence will be nurtured during the rehearsal process.

Interleaving of the key skills in Drama will happen throughout all schemes and during every year of study.

When outstanding work is produced, we will record these and showcase on the canteen screens. We will 
also do pop-up performance in The Drama Studio during lunch times.

Students will develop confidence with key Drama vocabulary.

Impact
Students should have a good foundation in Drama and understand what good Drama looks like. They should understand different genres and display performance confidence.
Knowledge and skills will be repeated, built on and extended each year to create a strong foundation for GCSE and to develop a confidence in the fundamental elements of Drama.

The Big Picture
Students will be introduced to the basic skills required for theatre.  Introduction to some of the main elements of theatre 
including approach to scripted work and characterisation..

Year Group: 7

Assessment

Two teacher assessments 
logged on tracker and one 
peer assessment opportunity 
per SOW. Teacher 
assessment will generate a 
PMG.

MAD Time with students 
responding to teacher 
feedback at key 
assessment points  to 
drive progress for the 
individual.

Autumn Term
Darkwood Manor
Greek Theatre

Summer Theatre
Comedy Mime
Mystery Plays

Spring Term
Pantomime
Musical Theatres



Year 8
The Drama journey continues with a play about school, commenting on 
how what goes on in the wider world can have a big effect on your 
school days. It is then on to big wigs and fans, as women are finally 
allowed on stage for Restoration Theatre. Our exaggerated acting 
continues in Absurdist theatre as we explore how theatre rebelled after 
World War Two, looking at how three different playwrights presented 
their disgust for humanity on stage. Then you will explore how to 
communicate meaning through movement as you study the work of 
Frantic Assembly and perform some of their choreography. Larger-than-
life acting returns for Melodrama as we revisit our stock characters and 
perform dramatic recuses. In ‘Quiet on set!’, as Melodrama evolves into 
Silent Movies. Looking at the work of Charlie Chaplin as you use your 
mime skills to create your own Silent Movie.
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Students will complete SOL on: Teechers, Dan Nolan, Stylised, Comedy and Comedy Devising.
Skills Covered: Vocal Skills, Movement Skills, Accent Work, Still Image, Comedy, Multi-Role, Stage Types, Direct Address, Docu-Drama, Stylised Techniques, Chair Duets, Commedia, 
Exaggeration, Slapstick, Music, Props.
Students will build upon their Year 7 foundation of Drama skills and build these in a more challenging way. Devising skills will be introduced to consolidate and apply skills.
Students will build upon these skills and techniques in Year 9 so that they are ready and confident to do GCSE if they opt for it.

Implementation
Students will complete 5 schemes over the course of the year, and this will allow flexibility of a half term if 
teachers want to develop aspects of a scheme or spend more time showcasing work. At The Grove School, 
students are on rotation, so some will only complete 3 Schemes of Work.

Students will be encouraged to give constructive peer feedback on a regular basis to form part of the 
assessment process. Independence will be nurtured during the rehearsal process.

Interleaving of the key skills in Drama will happen throughout all schemes and during every year of study.

When outstanding work is produced, we will record these and showcase on the canteen screens. We will 
also do pop-up performance in The Drama Studio during lunch times.

Students will develop confidence with key Drama vocabulary.

Impact
Students will have a greater understanding of how the main skills in Drama can be applied in performance. They should understand different genres and display performance 
confidence. The quality of work being produced should be showing more depth.
Knowledge and skills will be repeated, built on and extended next year to create a strong foundation for GCSE and to develop a confidence in the fundamental elements of Drama.

The Big Picture
Students will develop the basic skills required for theatre.  Introduction to some of the main elements of theatre including 
approach to scripted work and characterisation..

Year Group: 8

Assessment

Two teacher assessments 
logged on tracker and one 
peer assessment opportunity 
per sow. Teacher assessment 
will generate a PMG.

MAD Time with students 
responding to teacher 
feedback at key 
assessment points  to 
drive progress for the 
individual.

Autumn Term
Teechers
Dan Nolan

Summer Theatre
Comedy- Devising 

Spring Term
Stylised
Comedy



Year 9
Year 9 becomes a transition year with both purpose and qualification-potential across Music, Drama and Art. It is 
unique in its approach and is a culmination of all of the skills learned throughout year 7 and 8 across the three 
subjects, using them to complete the Bronze Arts Award which is a nationally recognised course offered by 
Trinity College, London. At The Grove School, the arts are highly valued, and we are committed to ensuring that 
every student is given the opportunity to develop their interests further as part of a broad and balanced 
curriculum and therefore continue their studies of the arts throughout Year 9.

With Music in partnership with Art and Drama, following the Bronze Arts Award means that we have the 
opportunity to take part in the arts as a participant, an audience member and taking a closer look at artists whose 
work and career interest us most.

In Music, this gives us the opportunity to further develop practical skills on instruments we particularly liked in 
previous years of study and to share these with others. Become a theatre reviewer in Drama, by forming your 
own critical opinions of a performance you have the opportunity to watch and discuss with others. Which artists 
inspire you the most? Take a closer look at their career, what did they need to do to get to where they are now? 
What are your opinions of their work?

Fill in your logbook as you go, collect your evidence and this will earn you your Bronze Arts Award at The Grove 
School.

gGrove School: Curriculum Narrative 



Year 9 – Bronze Arts Award at The Grove School





Key Stage 4 
Drama
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Year 10
All of your performance skills come together to devise your own performance 
in a style of your own choice. Document the journey of our performance as 
you turn and idea into production to perform on the stage. Working in groups 
with full costume, light and sound for the final performance. Then we will look 
at ‘The IT’ by Vivienne Franzmann as we take the play from page to stage. 
Thinking about the production as a whole and designing your own costume, 
make-up, set, lighting and thinking about how to direct and perform the script.

Year 11
We finish looking at ‘The IT’ and then prepare to perform a scripted scene on 
the stage in front of an examiner. Working in groups with full costume, light 
and sound. We also visit the theatre to watch and review a play. This is all 
before we finish the year with revision in preparation for the final exam.
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Students will complete SOL on: Component 1 and 3
Skills Covered: Devising, evaluating, acting skills, group work, analysing text, taking a performance from page to stage, set design, lighting techniques, costume design, prop design.
Students will build upon their experience of drama thus far, focusing on their knowledge of practitioners and devising for Component 1. For Component 3, students will look at how to 
transfer a play from page to stage from the point of view of actors, directors and designers. Also, through the live theatre review students will watch theatre and be able to comment on 
the effect the performance has on the audience thinking about the different elements of performance.

Implementation
Students will be focusing on components 1 and 3 of the GCSE as these are the larger components. Focusing 
on component 1 first gives students plenty of time to develop their own ideas and create and perform their 
own production.

Component 3 will start after Easter and will practically explore the text DNA looking at how to would be put 
on stage. For the live theatre review students will have the opportunity to watch live theatre and evaluate 
the effect it has on the audience.

Students will be encouraged to give constructive peer feedback on a regular basis to form part of the 
assessment process. Independence will be nurtured during the rehearsal process.

Interleaving of the key skills in Drama will happen throughout all schemes and during every year of 
study. The Practitioner & Devising unit interleaves all theatrical elements.

Students will develop confidence with key Drama vocabulary.

Impact
Students will have a greater understanding of how the main skills in Drama can be applied in performance and design. They should have a clear understanding different genres and 
display performance confidence. The quality of work being produced should be showing great depth of understanding and confidence with the set text and live theatre review as 
preparation for the exam in Year 11.

The Big Picture
Students will be focusing mainly on Component 1 of their GCSE. Working on a understand of different practitioners and creating their own 
live theatre in a style of their chose. Students will improve team-work skills and a gain a great understanding of how theatre is created.

Year Group: 10

Assessment

December mock for the 
performance side of 
Component 1.

Final performance for 
Component 1.

Evaluation of performance 
for Component 1.

Portfolio for Component 1.

In class assessments for 
Component 3.

Autumn Term
Practitioners
Component 1 – Devised 
Theatre

Summer Theatre
Component 3 – DNA 
and Live Theatre Review

Spring Term
Component 1 - Devised 
Theatre



Sc
h

e
m

e
 o

f 
Le

ar
n

in
g 

Y
EA

R
 O

V
ER

V
IE

W Intent
Students will complete SOL on: Component 2 and revise Component 3
Skills Covered: Evaluating, acting skills, group work, analysing text, taking a performance from page to stage, set design, lighting techniques, costume design, prop design.
Students will build upon their experience of drama thus far, focusing on their knowledge of creating and directing a performance. For component 3 students will look at how to transfer a 
play from page to stage from the point of view of actor, director and designers. Also, through the live theatre review, students will watch theatre and be able to comment on the effect 
the performance has on the audience thinking about the different elements of performance. For Component 2 students will direct themselves and create a performance from a text.

Implementation
Students will be focusing on components 2 and 3 of the GCSE. Most of the content for component 3 will 
have been covered in year 10 and year 11 will be revising this.

For Component 2 students will focus on creating a performance from the text. They will have opportunity to 
perform this in front of an audience before the final exam and performing in front of the examiner.

Students will be encouraged to give constructive peer feedback on a regular basis to form part of the 
assessment process. Independence will be nurtured during the rehearsal process.

Interleaving of the key skills in Drama will happen throughout all schemes and during every year of 
study. The Practitioner & Devising unit interleaves all theatrical elements.

Students will develop confidence with key Drama vocabulary.

Impact
Students will have a greater understanding of how the main skills in Drama can be applied in performance and design. They should have a clear understanding different genres and 
display performance confidence. The quality of work being produced should be showing great depth of understanding and confidence with the set text and live theatre review as 
preparation for the exam in Year 11.

The Big Picture
Students will be revising the content for Component 3 in which they will experience live theatre and adapting a play from page to stage. In Component 2, students will pick a scripted piece 
to turn into a performance. Allowing to explore different plays and perform a text that they enjoy.

Year Group: 11

Assessment

December mock for 
Component 3.

Mock performance of 
Component 2.

Final performance for 
Component 2.

GCSE exam for 
Component 3.

Autumn Term
Component 3 – ‘DNA’ and Live 
Theatre Review – revision
Component 2 – Performing 
from a text

Summer Theatre
Component 3 – ‘DNA’ 
and Live Theatre Review

Spring Term
Component 2 – Performing 
from a text 
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