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Vision 
To provide all students with a high-quality music education which engages and 
inspires them to develop a life-long love of music, increases their self-confidence, 
creativity and imagination, and provides opportunities for self-expression and a 
sense of personal achievement. Modelled on the National Curriculum, we offer 
opportunities for students to develop their talents in all aspects of music including 
composition, singing and performing and appreciation.

Context
Students will build upon the skills they have learnt in KS2 through a range of 
listening, performing and composing activities. Students will also be exposed to a 
wide range of musical genres and their context within society. Those students who 
have 1:1 instrumental lessons will have the opportunity to continue to receive 
instrument tuition and develop their performance skills both within the classroom 
and during whole school and community events.

gGrove School: Curriculum



Disciplinary Knowledge
A wide range of musical genres and opportunities are included in the curriculum offer at KS3 allowing 
enough time for instrumental skills to be embedded, whilst keeping students curiosity and interest 
through discovering a range of musical styles. Taking guidance from the Model Music Curriculum, 
within musical genres studied students are also introduced to key composers/songwriters of the time 
and study their work. Instrumental/vocal skills are naturally developed through content of each 
unit/style of music. At KS4 students follow the AQA GCSE Music course as it follows suitably from 
skills and knowledge gained at KS3. They will build on their capabilities and as a performer and 
composer by completing coursework. Theoretical/contextual knowledge of music and styles is 
covered across four areas of study. These include music from western classical traditions, as well as 
pop music and music from around the world. Areas of Study are taught out of numerical sequence for 
unit 1, to allow students to be taught the setworks for each unit at the same time as the area of study 
they are related to.

Supra Curriculum
All students will be provided with a range of wider listening and reading activities to allow them to 
further explore and broaden their knowledge and understanding of musical genres, styles and 
artists/composers introduced throughout the curriculum. Students will be provided with activities to 
allow them to stretch, challenge and hone their listening skills should they wish to, as well as being 
provided with reading and research tasks with articles from online/magazines/newspapers, ideas of 
places to visit, written and creative tasks. gGrove School: Curriculum



Key Stage 3 
Music
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Year 7
Year 7 begins with learning to understand the fundamental building blocks needed to talk about, create and play music, with a 
particular focus on note reading. Putting these skills into practice leads to an introduction to Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart and 
what he has to do with one of the first songs we ever learn. From this, we then move on to learning about the families of 
instruments, and how they look and sound in the setting of a classical orchestra with the help of composer Benjamin Britten. 
Next we explore Musical theatre and begin to understand how storytelling comes alive on the stage and the important part 
music has to play in this. From Broadway to Mississippi we look at a different type of storytelling in Blues music. Learning about 
its roots and how it became ‘the Blues’, B.B. King shows us the way as we start to create our very own 12 bar Blues song. Finally, 
its all about rhythm, writing our very own pulse pieces and exploring the importance of drumming and call and response in the 
music of Africa.

Year 8
Year 8 begins by travelling back in time to revisit the Western Classical Tradition, this time meeting Johann Pachelbel and 
understanding his importance in the Baroque era. We use his work to continue to build on keyboard/note reading skills learned 
throughout year 7. Then it’s on to film music. No one writes musical motifs quite like John Williams, making characters instantly 
recognisable before you even see them, this unit of work lets us understand why and as well as performing the work of others, 
gives us the opportunity to create our very own. Next in year 8 it’s Pop music. We hear it everywhere; on the radio, in our cars, 
walking around the supermarket… So, it's more important than ever to understand it and play it ourselves. The tried and tested 
‘4 chord sequence’ shows us the writing of hundreds of songs and give us the tools to write our own. From here it’s off to 
Jamaica and it’s all about Reggae music. Bob Marley is synonymous with Reggae so his work becomes our focus here, using it to 
further develop our instrumental and performing skills. Our world music tour then takes us to Japan and China, working to 
understand their musical traditions and ways of composing. Finally, we end up back in Britain. Oasis vs Blur are the two main 
protagonists in our Brit-Pop battle, which band won the battle but not the war?
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Year 9 – Bronze Arts Award at The Grove School
Year 9 becomes a transition year with purpose and qualification potential across Music, Drama and Art. It is unique in its 
approach and is a culmination of all the skills learned throughout year 7 and 8 across the three subjects, using them to 
complete the Bronze Arts Award which is a nationally recognised course offered by Trinity College London. At The 
Grove School, the arts are highly valued, and we are committed to ensuring that every student is given the opportunity 
to develop their interests further as part of a broad and balanced curriculum and therefore continue their studies of the 
arts throughout year 9.

With Music in partnership with Art and Drama, following the Bronze Arts Award means we have the opportunity to take 
part in the arts as a participant, an audience member and taking a closer look at artists whose work and career interest 
us most.

In Music, this gives us the opportunity to further develop practical skills on instruments we particularly liked in previous 
years of study and to share these with others. Become a theatre reviewer in Drama, by forming your own critical 
opinions of a performance you have the opportunity to watch and discuss with others. Which artists inspire you the 
most? Take a closer look at their career, what did they need to do to get to where they are now? What are your opinions 
of their work?

Fill in your logbook as you go, collect your evidence and this will earn you your Bronze Arts Award at The Grove School.



Year 9 – Bronze 
Arts Award at 
The Grove 
School





Key Stage 4 
Music
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KS4 & KS5 - Exam Board Selection
At The Grove School, students have the option to continue their musical journey in KS4 and KS5.

As a centre, at Ks4 we have chosen to offer AQA GCSE Music for a number of reasons. The content in each area of study for 
Unit 1 (Understanding Music) builds on previous knowledge and foundations laid throughout KS3 and is a natural 
development of students' understanding. Students are familiar with completing unfamiliar listening tasks in KS3 as they 
explore new genres of music, which is a skill that can be built on in exam preparation for the AQA GCSE Music paper.

All GCSE Music exam boards have a composing and performing coursework element and students are provided with the 
building blocks in KS3 to naturally develop their musical maturity in exploring these aspects of the GCSE course.

At KS5, we have chosen to offer the OCR Cambridge Technical Foundation Diploma in Performing Arts. This is a vocational 
level 3 course, that prepares students for the world of work in the music industry. Not only this, but it has a heavy 
performance focus in its units offered and its assessment criteria, therefore allowing students to understand exactly what 
style of performer they would like to specialise as and to develop vital performance skills through these opportunities. 
Within this course, students still continue to develop important theoretical understanding of music and knowledge 
of significant performers and composers.

Students who study GCSE Music would also be suitably prepared for A-Level Music courses elsewhere should they choose 
to pursue this route of study.





Year 10
GCSE Music is split into three units; understanding, composing and performing music. Performing opportunities 
arise all throughout KS4 in preparing group and solo performances not only as part of the course of study, but for 
community events too. Composing music is an integral part of KS4 and all happens within the music department 
using our state of the art technology and further developing skills introduced throughout KS3 to get creativity 
flowing. Understanding music is split into four areas of study. We start with Popular music, which has a wide-
ranging context from musical theatre and the pop music of today, to the music of video games and film. Then we 
look at the Western Classical Tradition post 1910 including genres such as Minimalism and Serialism and the work 
of composers such as Terry Riley and John Cage. From here we look at Traditional Music which sees studies of 
music around the world, as well as folk music of the British Isles. The final area of study we look at in year 10 is 
that of the Western Classical Tradition 1650-1910 before looking at set works from this and traditional music, 
which looks in detail at pieces of work by Mozart and Paul Simon respectively. 

Year 11
In Year 11, performing and composing coursework takes centre stage. Students have the opportunity to record 
performances alone and with others, and to complete their own compositions as well as one in response to a brief 
provided by the exam board. Alongside this, students continue to develop their theoretical knowledge by further 
embedding their of understanding DR. SMITH and how this can develop exam technique. Students also revisit 
each of the areas of study covered in year 10 in further depth by looking closely at unique features that 
characterise each genre and the works of key composers.
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Key Stage 5 
Music
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Year 12
The performing arts industry is a large and complex business. As well as playing a part in the cultural life of a country, it has 
significant economic benefits and impacts on the lives of most people. The first unit of the Cambridge Technical Level 3 
Foundation Diploma we look at in year 12 prepares musicians to work in the performing arts industry. It looks at strategies, 
attitudes and survival skills for sustaining a career in  industry. It will also give you an understanding of the expectations of 
potential employers so that you can maximise your chances of getting work in a fiercely competitive environment.  We then 
move on to look to respond to a proposal for a commissioning brief. This will equip you with the range of skills to be able to set 
out proposals as a response to a given brief and then set up and pilot performances and/or workshops. It will also provide you 
with a set of transferable skills that will underpin freelance work in your chosen field. Finally in year 12, we create music to 
perform. This unit aims to provide you with the opportunity, as a creative musician, to produce an individual style of creative 
composition or arrangement. Further, the unit does not limit expressive scope to traditional notation or convention. 

Year 13
In year 13, the journey through the foundation diploma continues with looking at influential performance practice. You will 
learn about genres, styles and periods, social, cultural and historical influences and significant performance developments and 
practitioners. You will become familiar with a range of different styles and periods within their social, cultural and historical 
contexts and will be able to select, adapt and apply elements of your research into your practical performance. Next, as a 
working musician you need to have the theoretical skills that underpin all elements of music and be able to apply them 
practically. You will learn skills that will equip you for the world of professional work, especially as you develop your aural 
awareness and the ability to transcribe music using forms of notation, particularly staff notation. The final unit is all about 
performing and exploring the process it takes to prepare a performance. You will investigate different genres of music, then 
select pieces to prepare for performance as both a soloist and as a member of an ensemble, whether this be a rock band, as a 
duo or even full classical orchestra.
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