Sociology

Curriculum



Studying Sociology gives student'’s a valuable knowledge and understanding of
today’s society through studying families, education, crime and deviance, beliefs
and social stratification. It allows students to develop critical and evaluative skills.
It is relevant to the society students live in, so learning is about topics that are
relevant to everyday life; plus, it opens the door to a fantastic range of interesting
careers.

Students within Market Drayton have limited exposure to more diverse and
cosmopolitan environments. Sociology opens students to a wide range of social and
global issues that can challenge misconceptions and develop more critical thinking.

Curriculum



Studying Sociology gives valuable knowledge and understanding of today’s society through studying
families, education, crime and deviance, beliefs and social stratification. It allows students to develop
critical and evaluative skills.
It is relevant to the society students live in, the topics that are relevant to everyday life; and, it opens
the door to a fantastic range of interesting careers. You also learn how to apply various research
methods to different sociological contexts including:
* how to investigate facts to make deductions
* how to develop opinions and new ideas on social issues
* how to analyse and understand the social world.
In Sociology students are exposed to a variety of situations removed from their own experiences
therefore developing their wider view of the world and cultures.

At both KS4 and KS5 students have access to a range of extended reading material based on the
studies completed within the units covered in the course. These can be accessed through teams. There
are also age-appropriate films which will allow students to apply the theories and a critical approach
to what they represent. The focus will be on academic reading and TED talks.
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Sociology is a crucial subject to study when desiring to gain a deeper understanding about how society
operates both in the past and present day. It gives students the opportunity to participate in topical debates
and also promotes individuality and the right of opinion. We begin the journey of understanding society
through the study of classical sociologists, such as Durkheim, Weber and Marx who have been detrimental
in the efforts to study society from different theoretical perspectives. In year 10, students will explore the
roles that education and families have on the development of contemporary society and what social issues
might occur as a result of changes in society.

Taking the knowledge of understanding issues within society to the next level, students in Year 11 will
explore the reasons why people commit crime and the reasoning as to why it occurs and has existed in
every society. Why does crime exist? How does one become labelled as ‘criminal’ or ‘deviant?
Students will then move onto social stratification theories that build on a deeper level of
understanding of the differing perspectives that people have on society, such as functionalism and
Feminism. Widening their skills in relation to sociology, students will learn about different research
methods and will be able to carry out their own sociological research, to put this skill into practice.

Curriculum Narrative
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In Year 12, students expand their sociological knowledge and critical understanding of society through
studying the role that Educational plays in contemporary society. What factors have impacted our right to
education? Why is it now compulsory and a basic necessity of Westernised life? The development of
education has also had its’ setbacks; factors such as gender, ethnicity and social class inequalities has led us
to question why some individuals are at a disadvantage when it comes to schooling.

The following journey and an integral element of sociology is to understand the strengths and weaknesses
of various methodological approaches and research methods. Students will get the opportunity to carry out
a piece of sociological research themselves from scratch. Being able to apply aspects of sociological
research to societal matters, such as the family, health, welfare and cultural identity is crucial in order to
gain a rich understanding of how society has changed over the years and what impacts these changes have
on issues.

Carrying the vital knowledge and skills developed from Year 12 in relation to the study of the role of
Education and Research Methods, Year 13 put themselves in the shoes of enforcers and perpetrators of the
law in the Crime and Deviance topic. Students will explore the social attributes of crime and deviance by
ethnicity, gender, and social class, including recent trends in crime rates. This will help them to develop
their social awareness to issues in today’s society and promote intellectual curiosity in terms of why people
choose to commit crime. Students will come to combine their prior knowledge of sociology and other
humanities subjects such as history and geography when studying globalisation and understand the
theories as to why crimes such as genocide and environmental crime occurs on a global scale.

Curriculum Narrative
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Impact

Crime and Deviance

Students are expected to be familiar with sociological explanations
af the following contemnt:

= crime, deviance, socisl order and social control = the social
distribution of crime and deviance by ethnicity, gender and socizl
class, including recent patterns 2nd trends in crime = globalisation
=nd crimee in contemporary socety; the media and crims; green
crime; human rights and state crimeas = crime control, surveillznce,
prevention and punishment, victirms, 2nd the role of the oriminal
justice systerm and other sgenciaes.

Theory and methods

Students must examine the following areas:

= gquantitative and gualitative methods of research; research design = sources of data, including guesticnnaires,
interviews, participant and non-participant observation, experiments, documents and official statistics = the
distinction betwesn primary and secondary data, and betwesen guantitstive and gualitative data = the
relationzhip betwesn positivism, interpretivizm and sociological methods; the nature of ‘social fact=" = the
theoretical, practical and ethical considerations imfluencing choice of topic, choice of method{z) and the conduct
of research = conzensus, conflict, structural and social action theories = the concepts of modernity and post-
modernity in relation to socioclogical theory = the nature of science and the extent to which Sodiclogy can be
regarded 3= scientific = the relationship betwesn theory and methods = debates sbout subjectivity, objectivity
=2nd valus freedom = the relationship betwesn Sociology and social policy
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