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Vision 
Studying Psychology will provide students with an invaluable insight into human 
behaviour in a range of typical and atypical contexts. Through the development of 
psychological terminology and evaluative language students demonstrate 
knowledge, analysis and application to real-world scenarios in their learning. 
Through the development of an understanding of research methodology students 
gain in insight into the processes psychologists engage into to form and provide 
evidence for their theories. 

Context
Students will have personal reference points for typical behaviours, such as memory 
and attachment. Living in a rural area they will be able to recognise local factors that 
may contribute to atypical behaviours and the development of mental disorders, 
such as depression and phobias. 
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Disciplinary Knowledge
GCSE: Students begin by developing a working knowledge of the research methods used by psychologists. 
They then apply these to learn about memory and social influence. These, alongside development are 
designed to be foundation units and allow students to progress successfully on to study ‘Perception’, 
‘Language, thought and communication’, ‘The Brain and Neuropsychology’ and ‘Psychological Problems’.

A level: The approaches and experimental research methods develop the foundations of knowledge 
students require on the nature of psychology as a discipline and how psychologists engage in the research 
process. Students progress on to study the core paper 1 topics of ‘Memory, ‘Social Influence’, ‘Attachment’ 
and ‘Psychopathology’. Throughout these units student’s knowledge of non-experimental research 
methods is developed and allows students to have the majority of the knowledge they need to complete 
Paper 1 and 2 at the end of Year 12. In Year 13 the students progress on to complete ‘Biopsychology and the 
paper 3 topics: ‘Issues and debates’, ‘Gender’, ‘Schizophrenia’ and ‘Forensic Psychology. 

Supra Curriculum
At both KS4 and Ks5 students have access to a range of extended learning material based on the theories 
and studies completed within the units covered in the course. These can be accessed through teams. There 
are also age-appropriate films which will allow students to further their knowledge of the psychological 
concepts covered in their courses.
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Key Stage 4 
Psychology
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Year 10
The beginning; understanding of the role of a psychologist, what their motives are and how they 
achieve them. Next, to look at applying this understanding to typical cognitive behaviours and 
the role of internal mental factors, such as memory. Focus then switches to looking at external 
factors, such as how people can be influenced by others. As the year progresses students broaden 
their understanding of the realms of psychology with application to more complex perceptual 
processes and how these develop through childhood. This is all done under the lens of the 
scientific model and the use of statistics to create an objective view of the world.

Year 11
Students gain a more substantial view, incorporating a biological understanding and the role the 
brain and nervous system play in behaviour. The multi-disciplined approach to psychology is 
highlighted to students when exploring atypical behaviour and psychological problems. This unit 
more than any other challenges the students to pull together the analytical skills they have 
developed throughout the course to compare and contrast explanations and methods of research 
to form clear and coherent evaluative commentary.
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Key Stage 5 
Psychology
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Year 12
In Year 12, students begin by exploring what psychology entails and the exciting history of psychological 
theories and research. By understanding the different approaches psychologists take and the experimental 
method that can be employed in research students develop a foundation of knowledge that can be built on 
throughout the course. Students then zoom in on core units that embody these approaches, cognitive 
understanding of memory, social understanding of infleunces to behaviour, developmental understanding 
of attachment and biological understanding of the physical influences on behaviour. Psychopathology 
completes this journey and fully embodies the multi-disciplined nature of psychology and pulls on students 
now developed ability to compare and contrast different ways of explaining and treating the same, atypical, 
mental disorder. At the end of the year students complete their own research project, applying their 
knowledge of quantitative, statistical processes to identify and objectively test a hypothesis. 

Year 13
Year 13 builds upon the foundations developed in Year 12, beginning with reviewing the topics they have 
previously learned under the lens of the issues and debate to the discussions that are central in the world of 
academic psychology. Students complete the course by looking at psychology in context of ‘Gender’, 
‘Schizophrenia’ and ‘Forensic Psychology’. 
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